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BY SAMUEL BRADBURN, 
Hear, I pray you, ye chiefs of Jacob; 
And ye princes of the houſe of Iſrael : 
Is it not yours to know what is right ? 
Ye that hate good, and love evil : 
Who tear their ſkin from off them; 
And their fleſh from off their bones : 
Who devour the fleſn of my people; 
And flay from off them their ſkin : 
| And their bones they daſh in pieces; | 
And chop them aſunder, as morſels for the pot; 
And as fleſh thrown into the midſt of the 
| cauldron. 
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An Addreſs to the People called Methadifts, Sc. 
BRETHERN, | 

A Senſe of duty, and a defire to ſerye my, ſuftering 
fellow creatures, are the motives that induce me 
to addreſs you on the ſubje& of the Wet India Slave- 
Trade. A trade that is manifeſtly founded in, and ſup- 
ported by a complete ee of Robbery and Murder. 
The truth of this aſſertion is fo inconteſtable, that 
not one of the perſons who are concerned in this 
odious buſineſs, has been able to confute the © Evi- 
dence delivered before a ſelect Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, concerning their treatment of 
the Negroes, 
By that evidence it appears, that the artleſs inhabi- 
tants of Africa, are ſtolen from their lovely and be- 
loved country by the zron-hearted flave-dealers, who, 
without any regard to juſtice, make uſe of every 
ſpecies of deception, to get theſe inoffenſive people 
into their thips. It appears, that by bribes, lies, in- 
toxicating liquors, threatenings, and often by re: 
the Captains of the ſlave ſhips, when they could not 
ſteal them, have excited the nations to make war on 
cach other, that the priſoners on both ſides might be 
purchaſed for ſlaves. This ſeems to be the moſt com- 


mon method of procuring them, and a method that 


is not pretended to be a ſecret. 

That evidence proves beyond contradiction, that 
thouſands of the Negroes are deſtroyed, that is, Mur- 
dered, in attempting to preſerve their liberty in their 
own land. Their towns are burned, their country 
is laid waſte, and the ſarvivers are reduced to the 
moſt deplorable ſituation, and the moſt horrid tor- 
tures that ever were inflicted upon human beings. 
Thouſands of them perith with hunger, thir/t and 
uch, on board the ſhips, during the paſſage from 
the coaſt of Africa to the iſlands. "The diAreſs of their 
minds, on a ac ount of their being forced from thei - 
native country, and their deareft relations, with noth 

ing but the gloomy proſpect of perpetual Slavery 
before them, or the apprehenſion of being eaten by 
tae white” people, together with the excruciating 


pains which they undergo from various cauſes, have 


'nduced fome of them te hang 
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themſelues, others to 


— 


0 


hy, 


— 


3 to Kd EE i 
zap over beard, others 15 70 taking any food till 


they have died with hunger. Several of the witneſles 


declared, that they left the ſlave trade, becauſe they 


could not follow it with a god conſcience, being con- 
vinced it was an unnatural, iniquitous, and a villain- 
ous trade, evidently founded on injuſtite and treachery, 
manifeſtly carried on by oppreſſion and cruelty, and not 
infrequently terminating in murder, 

The ſame reſpectable evidence laid open the ſavage 
barbarity, with which the negroes are treated by 
l eſt- India Planters, in a detail of the moſt deliberate 
and ſhocking Murders, that ever were perpetrated by 
the moſt bloody and abandoned Villains. To fay no- 
thing of the manner in which thofe poor Children of 
Adverſity are expoſed to fale, without any thing to 
cover them, without any reſpect to ſex or circum- 
ſtance ; how great muſt be the anguiſh of their minds, 
when Brothers and Si/ters, Parents ard Children, and 
Huſbands and Mives, are ſeparated, perhaps, to fee each 


other no more, with as little ceremony as a butcher 


_ divides the cattle he is about to kill! How moving 


muſt the ſight be! Rational Creatiire-; pr effect of 
lively paſſions, united by the ſtrongeſt ties of nature, 
clinging about each other, expreſſing their mutual 
attachments in the molt pitizblelamentations, till the 
W Lipper comes and tears them aſunder, and drives 
them to the plantations of their different, owners. 
Good heavens ! to what degree of diabolical inſenſibi- 
lity muſt the heart be reduced, that can witneſs, with 
calm indifference, ſuch ſcenes of human miſery. 

To pals over the hardneſs of their work, the bad- 
neſs and icantinels of their food, the wretched huts in 
which they are lodged, and the conſequent diſeaſes to 
which the are liable, any one of which 1s ſufficiently 
diſtreſſing, and which together, aCtually deſtroy thou- 


ſands of them; what ſhall we ſay of the ſeverity with 


which they are puniſhed, for any ary, that their 
cruei oppreſſors may deem an offence ? To fay every 
thing that ought to be ſaid on the ſubject, exceeds the 
pou of man; for who can paint in colours ſufficient- 


ly ſtriking, what is horrid beyond the utmoſt ſtretch 


oi human language? One would almoſt think 
that the ve, Reprobate in England, who has not 


been hardened by * 5 Blinded by intereſt, 
on hearing of their cruelties, would ſink into the 
duſt with ſhame and mortification, when he con- 
ders himſelf a being of the ſame ſpecies with a 
77":/t- India Slave-Dealcr ! What then muſt be the 
f-clings of a compaſſionate man, when he hears how 
thoſe barbarous Europeans, guided by Caprice or 
Paſſion, have facrificed the helpleſs African Victims in 
the moſt ſhocking manner ! They have cut off their 
ears, ſlit open their noſtrils, beat out their teeth, and 
chopped off their hands and feet, or parts of them 
They have thor them through their heads and bodies, 
and hung and ſtabbed them todeath! Theyhave whip- 
ped the fleſh off their bones, and rubbed pepper and 
ſalt into the wounds! They have faſtened them to the 


ground, and dropped blazing ſealing-wax and boiling 


lead upon their backs after whipping them till their 
ein was perfectly flayed off; and ſometimes they have 
whipped them to death; They have thrown them into 
veſſels full of boiling cane-juice ! They have gibbeted 
them alive, in which ſtate ſome of them have lived 
ſeveral days! They have burned, andeven roaſted them 
in the moſt 1ingering manner, till the extreme of tor- 
ture has put a period to their ſufferings ! 

When they have been about to flog a Female ſlave, 
and have found her pregnant, that the child might 
not be killed in the operation, as that would be a loſs 
to them, they have made a hole in the earth Jarge 
enough to hold her belly, and then laid her on her 


face and ſcourged her all over her back and thighs 


moſt dreadfully ; ſome of the women have been de- 
livered of the child at the very time the whipper was 
ſcourging them. Some of their ways of torturing the 
flaves are too obſcene and diſguſting to be publiſhed |! 
And what is {till more ſhocking, to ſuch a degree can 
the human heart be hardened, that even /Yomen, and 
ſome W omen of fortune, are guilty of inflicting pun- 
iſhments not leſs horrid and indecent than thoſe in- 
flicted by the Men, and that frequently with their 
own hands! They have chained their women ſervants 
to tubs, and made them waſh almoſt naked, wit 
their thighs and baths in a gore of blood from flogging | 
They have put them to the moſt exquiſte pain by 
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Thumb ſcrews, till the blood has guſhed out at the ends 
of their thumbs, and have made them work at the ſame 
time | They have totn off their ſkin and fleſh with a 
cowſkin whip, and dropped blazing wax upon their 
mangled backs and breaſts, and abuſed them other- 
wiſe with Cayenne Pepper, in ſo indecent a m..nner, 
that it muſt not be printed. 

Should any one ſay, theſe muſt be only punifh- 
ments for the moſt heinous crimes, and inflifted only 
on afew individuals. The anſwer is, read the Abſtract 
ef the Evidence before mentioned, and you will be 
convinced of the contrary, | 

Abſt. Evid, page, 27, The flaves appear to have 
been puniſhed for running away, when wrought, ſlarv- 
ed, and beaten almoſt to death; tor lifting up a hand 
againſt a white perſon ; or for breaking à plate, or 
ſpilling a cup of tea, or to extort confeſſion ; others for 
not coming into the field in time, not'picking a f- 
cient quantity of graſs for the cattle, not appearing 
willing to work, when in fact ſick and not able, for 
ſtaying too long on an errand, for not coming imme- 
diately when called, and for theft, to which they were 
often, driven by hunger. Under the head of the part 
which the very Women take in theſe puniſhments, . 
female ſlaves are puniſhed for being found pregnant, 
or for not bringing home the full wages of preſtitution, 
when hired aut by their delicate miflreſſes; others, for 
making a miſtake, for being old and paſt labour, and 
ſometimes in the moments of paſſion, without even the 
allegation 4 a fault. A lady is repreſented by Mr. 
Cook as baving her domeſtics fogged every Monday 
morning. And Lieutenant Daviſon has often known a. 
miſtreſs ſend her domeſtics to be puniſhed and without 
telling them for what | Indeed, the crimes need not be 
many or great to provoke thofe bl90d-thirſty monſters, 
who mlifeſtly take pleaſure in torturing the wuefence- 
leſs objects of their malicious paſſions. | 

And let none pretend that theſe accounts may 
be falje or aggravated; where invincible demonſtration 
is the proof, the ſeeming to doubt, is contemptille affec- 
tation. The witneſſes examined, from whoſe evidence 
this extract is taken, were Gentleman of Rank and For 


6 
tune, Surgeons, Phyſicians, Captains of the army and 
navy, Generals and Clergymen, who teſtified in the 
moſt ſolemn manner of what they knew to be true, 
having ſeen the facts. 

That the unconſtitutional principles of flavery, 
ſhould be foſtered in the boſom of the Britiſh Legiſ- 
lature in this enlightened age, is a dreadful reflection 
on the boaſted love of liberty for » hich the Engliſh 
have been ſo famous, and an utter diſgrace to an 
nation of people, ſaid to be free. Vet, the nation is 
not altogether to blame; for, in the year 1788, nu- 
merous petitions were ſent to Parliament from differ- 
ent towns, Cities, and Counties for the ABOLITION 
of the SLAVE-TRADE ; in conſequence of which, 
leave was given to bring in a bill for that purpoſe, 
in the year 1791. 

Mr. Wilberforce, whoſe character and principles 
do honour to the Britiſh Senate, to Human nature, 
and to the Chriſtian Religion came forward the zeal - 
ous advocate cf the injured Africans, He was well 
lupported by many gentlemen of diſtinguiſhed merit, 
who exertcd their rare abilities to the utmeſt in be 
half of ſuffering humanity, and made the moſt vigorous 
efforts to obtain the object of their benevolent wiſhes, 
Hence it appears no leſs ſurpriſing to the reaſon, than 
fhocking to the Feelings 7 an uncorrupted heart, that 
means ſhould be found to procure a majority of 
COMMONS in favour cf ſo deteſtable and inhu- 
man a traffic, and that the friends of the Abolition, 
ihould have only the illuſtrious viitue which prompt- 
ed their noble minds, for the reward of their God- 
like endeavours |! | 
| But have not ſeveral Regulations been made by Par- 
liameut infavour of the flaves while on ſhipboard? I an- 
ſwer, yes | and, if the depraved hearts of the captains 
and others concerned, be capable of mirth, they muſt 
laugh at ſuch regulations. Oppoſite page, 37, of the 
«<Abfract of the evidence,“ there is a plate repreſent- 
ing the manner of ſtowing the negroes, and annexed 
here is a regular calculation cf the ſpace allowed for 
each and I carneſtly recommend the reading of that 
book to every chriſtiam who can get it, But as 
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ſome may not have it in their power cither to buy cr 
borrow it, and may therefore be impoſed on by per- 
ſons concerned in the ſlave trade, I ſubjoin part of 
the note which is at the bottom of page, 38. „ The 
ſituation of the ſlaves muſt be dreadful even on the 
preſent regulited plan; for their bodies not only touch 
each other, but many of them have not even room 
to ſit upright; for when every deduction has been 
made, the height above the p atform,—:nd below it, 
is in the Brooks but two feet ſeven inches. The ave- 
rage height of nine other veſſels meaſured by Capt. 
Parrey, was only five feet tos inches; (which divided 
by the platform, is the ſame as above) and in the 
Venus and Kitty, the ſlaves had not two feet above or 
below the platform. The flaves immediately under 
the beams muſt be in a ſtill more dreadful iituation 
as is ſeen by the plan.“ I add what follows, from « A 
Summary View of the Evidence:“ “ The room theſe 
unhappy beings are allowed by our Legiflature, ap- 
pears on a pretty accurate calculation to be about 
the proportion of 400 perſons in a ſpace of 19 feet 
each way: and is for a grown perſon, 16 inches 
each in width ; 2 fect 7 inches in height, and 5 feet 
11 inches inlength, or as Mr. Falconbridge properly 
deſcribes it, not ſo much rocm as a man has in his c:ffin: & 
Capt, Knox adwits that they ſometimes had not room 
to lie on their backs! Waen it is t ken into this ac- 
count, that the ſlaves lie on the bare boards, ſo that 
their bones are often to be ſeen through their ſkin 
that they have frequently the flux, owing to the trezt. 
ment they receive, ſo that the who e place becomes 
covered with blood and mucus] ke a ſlaughter-houſe; 
that in ſtormy weather they are ſhut in ſo cloſe that 
many of then are ſuffocated ; that when the miſera- 
ble pittance of water ailotted to the flaves, is nearly 
exhauſted or ſuppoſed to be ſo, the negroes are cal. 
ed on deck, and ordered or requeſted to jump over- 
board; that the convicts which are tranſported to 
Botany-bay for tranſg reſſing the laws of the land, 
are provided in a manner, every thing conſidered, 
three fourths better than thoſe innocent people; I aſk 
any man what he thinks of the ſlaves being favoured 
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by the Regulaticns of the 154 Spiritual and Temp o- 
ral, and Commons in Parliament aſſembled? I aſk any 
thinking man, who is not ſome way a temporary gains 
er by the ſlave trade, whether theſe poor priſonars and 
captives could have been in a ſituation much more 
dreadful and diſguſting, if ns notice had been taken of 
them by the Parliament? And whether it be any thing 
better than mocking their miſery, and tantalizing their 
grief, to cali any thing conſiſtent with ſuch treatment 
by the name of, Regulations in their favour? 

Of much the ſame nature are the laws which are 
ſaid to be made for the protection of the ſlaves in the 
Iſlands. Let any man judge of the ſituation of the 
flaves, prior to ſuch laws, and then conſider what 
fort of protection they derive from them. As I muſt 
be as ſhort as poſſible, I ſhall only add the followin 
extiact: & By the 329th Act, page 135, of the Aſ- 
ſembly of Barbadoes, it is enacted. That if 
any negro or other ſlave, under puniſhment by his 
maſter, or his order, for running away, (that is for 
claiming the right which the God of nature gave 
him) or any other crime or miſdemeanor towards 
his ſaid maſter, unfortunately ſhall ſuffer in life or 
member, no perſon whattaever ſhall be liable to a 
tine; but if any man ſhall out of wantonneſs, or on} 
of bloody-mindedneſs, or cruel intention, wilfully kill 
a negroe, or «ther flave of his own, he ſhall ( now mark 
the dieadful puniſhment! he abſolutely ſhall) pay into 
the public treaſury fifteen pounds ſlerling.“ And it is 
the ſame in molt if not all, of the Weſt-India Iſlands, 
And ſurely there never was a more complete ſatire 
on Legiſlation, nor a greater burleſque on common 
ſenſe, than impiouſly to ſay that /ucb ads are intended 
for the benefit of the flaves : eſpecially when it is 
conſidered that the evidence of a ſlave is not admiſſible z 
that the bare word of the inaſter is ſufficient, if he 
chuſe to be at the trouble of acculing his defenceleſs 
ſlave of ſome miſclemeanor, that in ſuch a caſe, he may 

uniſh, or order him to be puniſhed as he pleaſes, and 
if a limb or life ſhould be !:?, he is not ſubject to any 
fine, being protected by law. And if a planter be beodly 
minded, (and how tew cf them are otherwiſe?) and 


ſhould at any time chuſe to roaſt his Have, or put 
him to the moſt /ingering and cruel death that ever 
the Devil or the Inquiſition invented, and that in the 
face of the ſun, what has he to fear ? Why, that if 
any of his bloody-minded neighbours happen to owe 
him a ſpite, they may run the law to its utmoſt rigour, 
and oblige him to pay into the public treaſury fifteen 
pounds) what a price for the life of one of his Majeſ- 
ty's ſubjects ] and trifling as it is, it never need be 
paid, except the Murderer pleaſe, nor is there any law 
made in favour of the flaves to this hour, that 15 of any - 
real advantage to them, either on ſhip-baard or in the 
iſlands. The planter conſiders the ſlave as his pri- 
date property, juſt as a man in England does his 828 
The ſlave has no more power to demand juſtice than 
if he were a horſe, for his evidence 15 not admiſſible 
ggain/t a white. Hence, to the great grief of thou- 
ſands of pious chriſtians, notwithſtanding the late 
exertions of the nation, the ſlave dealers by the Au- 
thority of the Britiſh Legiſlature purſue their infa- 
mous buſineſs with utiabating ardour, and the help- 
le ſufferers continue to be treated with unrelenting 
cruelty : and there is cauſe to fear, that inſtead of the 
'petty tyrants being ſoftened towards them, they will 
if poſſible be more rigorous then ever, and that for 
reaſons too obvious to common ſenſe, to require 

minute inveſtigation. | 

« But if the flave-trade could be managed without 
e the depredations and bloodſhed, which have hither- 
©« to been its inſeparable concomitants, would it not 
« be very 1mpolitic in government to give it up, con- 
e ſidering the advantage it is to the nation?“ 

I anſwer, firſt, the trade in ſlaves cannot be car- 
ried on without depredations and blaodſhed. Put to- 
gether what has been ſaid on the ſubject, and you 
will be fully convinced that it cannot, unleſs it be 
ſo reduced as to render it of no value to the traders, 
But ſecondly, ſuppoſe it could, it is ſo far trom being 
of any advantage to the nation, that (as tie Rey, 
T. Clarkſon has demonſtrated, ) it is as 1mp9/itic as it is 
inhuman and unjuſt, For the fake of thoſe who have 
not got his © Eilay on the impolicy of the African 


11 
ſlave- trade, I inſert e following paſſage from page | 


132. wherein that inimitable writer, collects the ſub- 
ſtance of what has been faid throughout the whole 
of the work. 


elt has appeared, that the ſlave trade conſidered 
abſtratted:y by itſelf, is of no emolument to the nation; 


that it is the grave of our ſeamen, deſtroying more of 


them in one year, 45 all the other trades of Great 
Britain when put together, deſtroy in two.“ 


It has appeared, on the other hand, that the trade 


which might be ſubſtituted for it in the natural pro- 
ductions of Africa, if conſidered in the ſame light, 
would, by affording an inexhauſtible mine of wealth 
to our dyers and artificers in wood, by enabling us to 
break the monopoly of the Dutch in ſpices, by re- 
paying us for the loſs of America, and by becoming 
the cheapeſt market for all ſorts of raw materials for 
our manufacturers, be of great national advantage. 
— Hence, (page 34) «© We may fafely fay, that what- 
ever argumente the moraliſt is able to collect from the 
light of reaſon, or the man of humanity from his 


feelings, the ſlataſinan is able to collect others from the 


ſource of policy, that call equally aloud for the ABO- 
LITION” of the SLAVE I RADE. 


But ſuppoſe the Africans were uſed as well as any 


human beings can be uſed, and that they had ever 
degree of tenderneſs ſhewed ro them; both by the 
captains and the planters ; and ſuppoſe the trade of 


the greateſt political advantage to the nation,(which 
3 are totally deſtitute any foundation in 
/ 


truth) yet, as it is in itſelf an evil, it ought to be abo- 
liſhed. Whatever may be the opinions of others, 301 
Brethren, believe that“ (Id hath made of one bi 
all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined the times before appoint - 
ed, and the bounds of their habitation.” Who then 
has any right to go, or to authoriſe others to go 
acrols a vaſt ocean, to enflaye a free, and in relation 
to us, a harmleſs people ? None but the Sovereign Ru- 
ler of the univerſe has power to grant ſuch a right, 
And ſuch is the goodneſs of his nature, and the har- 
mony of his Juſtice and Mercy, that in the ſevereſt 
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diſpenſations of „ there is a ſufficiency of 
rational evidence, to juſtify his conduit from the 
charge of granting aay right lice that which the flave 
dealers exerciſe, whether others perceive it oi not. 
But wao can, or who does, pretend to derive his 
right from God? Let ſich pretenders produce pro- 

r credentials of a divine miſſion, to act as the Nlave 


dealers have done, and as taey continue to do, and 


we will believe them. As they cannot do this, there 
is nothing plainer, than that the Negroes have as 
od a right to invade Great Britain, and make 
rr”: of us, as we have to invade Africa and make 
ſlaves of them. Hence the very foundation of this 
deteſtable commerce is laid in an unjuſt ſeizure of 
the perſons and property of our fellow creatures. 
Do not then, Brethren, fuffer yourſelves to de 
impoſed upon by any flave dealer or his emiſſaries, 
who may attempt to diſſuade you from endeavouring 
to obtain the Abolition of this efarimus trade, Let 
thoſe who make no conſcience of their actions, pro- 
ceed to trample upon juſtice and mercy, and plead a 
political propriety of conduct, till God thall call them 
to judgment: Liu know better than to act upon ſuck 
principles, you believe the Bible to be the pure word 
of God; and were there no other reaſons for your 
being in the oppoſition to the ſlave trade, thrs one is 
ſufficient to determine you, it is contrary to the genius 
and deſign of the gojpel of mr Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
irrecancileable to the letter of the New Teſtament. 
Therein, the Apoſtle to the Gentiles, ranks men 
tealers, that is, Slave Dealers of every ſpecies, with 
the vikeſt and moſt atrochus criminals. With the 
tawlcſs and diſobedient, with the ungodly and finners, 
with the unholy and profane, with murderers of fa- 
thers, murdeters of mothers and man ſlayers, with 
whoremongers and fodomites, and with liars and 
perjured perſons.” 1. Tim. I. 9. 10. Can there be 
a greater proof of the deteſtation in which the Righte- 
ous God held ſlavery, than his placing Slave Dealers 
in tus renal group? then ſurely it is equally cri- 
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minal to countenance the flave trade, as to countenance 
any o the fins, which characterize the individuals, in 
this black liſt of notorious offenders. And you well 
know what would be deemed countenancing any bf 
theſe. The moment you hear them named, you fee! 
it your duty to endeavour by every rational and ſerip- 
tural method, to put a ſtop to fuch works of dark- 
neſs. Be conſiſtent with yourſelves by doing the 
ſame, to ſtop this execrable traffic, 

If it be aſked what can we do? I anſwer, (if there 
be nothing elſe in your power) you can do the three 
following things, to which I earneſtly adviſe you. 

I. Join your neighbours in petitioning the Parlia- 
ment to aboliſh the 7 opt trade. 

II. Pray earneſtly and conſtantly to God Al- 
mighty, that it may be ſpeedily and effectually 
aboliſhed. | 

III. Abſtain from the uſe of Rum and Sugar till 
its abolition be completed, or till thoſe atticles be 
procured from ſome other quarter. 

IJ. Join your neighbours in petitioning the Par- 
liament to aboliſh the flave trade. Or if they refuſe, 


the A; oftle's word, ANAPATIOAIETHS, 
is plain from the beſt Lexicographers and Ciiucs, 1 for- 
bear to beap up teſtimouies, and ſhall only cite a few 
to prove my z#ffertion. Thus Scroll: Qui liberum 
hom.vem mi fcrvitutem redigit , qui furatur homiuem é 
libero Rlatu ſuo.— He who reduces a freeman into flavery: 
he who fleals a man from lis free eflate. | 
Thus alſo Parxauksr:, A man flealer, a kid-napper, one 
who ſteals men to make them Raves, or ſell them into ſlavery, 
So Solos: The barbarians violate covenants. reduc- 
ing men openly into ſlavery. Edit. Kusrx. fub voce 


 Avdparoaitu. 


Sec likewite Poote : Hominum furcs, qui vel ſervos, vel 
liberos abducunt, retinent, vendunt, vel emunt, — qui 
vel fraude, vel apeita vi; honincs ſuffyrantur ut pro man- 
cipiis yendant ; &e. Synop. Cintic, in loc. —Stealers of 


men, who take away either ſervants, or freemen, detain, ſel! 


or buy them. Thoſe who either by fraud, or by open violence, 


fleal men thut they may ſell them for ſlaves, K&c. 


lv plain Engliſh, Slave Dealers of every deſcription. 


Ang it a leſs pompous way, than ſending a diſtinc! 


. 
to join with you, petition by yourſelves ye cannot 
be engaged in a more laudable undertaking, and you 
have no ſufficient reaſon to doubt of your being ſue- 
ceſsful, if you act with a zeal becoming the good- 
neſs of the cauſe. | 
Our ſociety and conſtant hearers, cannot fairly be 

eſtimated at leſs than four hundred thouſand in Eng- 
land alone ; ſuppoſe the half of theſe to be women, 
who (from might overcoming right) have no voice 
at preſent in theſe matters, there will remain two 
hun red thouſand to petition, many of whom are poſ- 
ſeſſed of ample fortunes, and very conſiderable influ- 
ence ; your petition will certainly have ſome weight, 
eſpecially with thoſe who repreſent towns and coun- 
ties where your votes are numerous, as it will con- 
vince thoſe who oppoſe the abolition, that they have 
nothing to hope for from you at future elections ; 
at leaſt it will be bearing an honeſt teſtimony againſt 
an abominable trade, and the corrupt ſupporters of it, 

[ have never converſed on the ſubject with but 
one methodiſt in the nationy who did no. avowedly 
oppoſe the ſlave trade, and he | believe, in his heart, 
wiched its deſtruction as much as others, only ſome 
part of his worldly gain came from people concerned 
in it, whom he feared to offend if he diſcovered his 
ſentiments. Your minifters are to a man decidedly 
for the abolition. Your late Venerable Paltor faith- 
fully. teſtified againſt that diſgraceful trafic in hu- 
man beings, near twenty years ago, in one of the 
beſt pamphlets which have beenpublithed on the occa- 
ſion, entitled“ Thoughts on Slavery.“ And were he 
again on earth, I have no doubt but he would exert 
himſelf to the uttermoſt, and employ all his intereſt 
in this good wore. If your endeavours keen pace 
with your principles, you may expect great good 
will enſue. The cauſe is worthy of the ironage of 
the greateſt Philoſophers, Chrifhans a d Dn, that 
ever lived. Alt is the cauſe of Funny, of Religion, 
and of God !—Shew by your excrticns in its favour, 
that it is your care allo. In Mancheſter we ſigned 
the Petition in common wich Gus neighbour, deem- 


14. | 

Petition of our own. Some hundreds ſigned it in the 

| Chapel at the Communion Table, on the Lord's 

| Day. Nor do I think they could have been better 

| employed; no not in receiving the ſacred ſymbols ' 
of the body and blood of the bleſſed Jeſus, 

| Shou!d our Petitions ſucceed, what tranſporting 

| joy ſhall we feel, when we reflect, that we contri- 

| bute our part towards attaining ſo defireable an end! 
And ſhould they fail, the very attempt to ſerve our 
ſuffering. fellow creatures, will do us honour before 


| aſſembled worlds, in the great day when God ſhall 
[ judge the ſecrets of men by Chriſt Jeſus. | 
am aware, that a conſcientious regard for Re- 


ligion, and a fear of hurting either the Cauſe of God, 
| or your own minds, may ſubject you to the artifices 
| of deſigning men, who, to prevent, if poſſible, your 
| engaging in this labour of love, will ſtrive to per- 
| ſuad2 you, that, this is an affair which concerns the 
| State alone, and that you ought not to meddle with po- 
| litics. But a little confideration, will convince you of 
the dangerous couſequences of yielding to ſuch falla- 

cious inſinuations. 

How does it concern the State alone? What is the 
1 State? If this word have any mes ning, as uſed here, 
i! the State of England is the people of England. And 
3 have you ceafed- to be a part of the people of Eng- 
| land, becauſe you wiſh to ſecure the ſalvation of your 
ſouls in a coming world ? Or, have-you fold your 
birthright- as Britons, b=cauſe you dare to think for 
yourſelves on religious ſubjects, and refuſe to be im- 
plicitly led into the. ditch of perdition, by blind 
guides, who enow' neither the ſcriptures nor the 
power of God:? If not, then realize yourſclves, as a 
part of the State, by r2avouring to put a ſtop to 
an execrable trade, before the diſpleaſure of God 
againſt it, be manifeited by ſome. Creadful judgment 
upon its Abettors. | 
(| If it be ſaid, that, the State rs the Supreme Authority 
{4 by which the empire is governed. I anſwer, the Supreme 
 Autharity which governs the empire is the LAW. 
b Aud ſurely all the tubjecis of the Supreme Authority, 
. outht to enjoy. their proper ſhare of its benign in- 
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fluence ! Are not the 9... while they live in the 
Britiſh dominions, our fellow ſubjefts ? And is it no 
concern of ours, that thouſands of theſe are uſed in a 
manner, that no man has a right to uſe tigers or 
ſerpents? There is no'moral obligation that binds man- 
kind to obey any laws, but ſuch are deſigned upon 
the whole, to promote the good of the governed, But 
thoſe miſerable people have no hope of good from 
their obedience to any law, notwithſtanding they 
are expoſed to the Penalties for tranſgreſſion, in a 
variety of reſpects. Fear is the only paſſion that is 
conſidered in their nature, and Pain the only object 
to which it is directed. Their rights are violated by 
the hand of oppreſſion, without any proſpect of re- 
dreſs, and the complaints of their grievances are ren- 
dered ineffectual, by their being deprived of the 
power to give legal evidence. And if you, from an 
unjuſtifiable attachment to your own peace, fink in- 
to a ſupine indifference concerning the welfare of 
thoſe afflicted captives, what proof have you, that 
the ſame uſurping power which made ſlaves of them, 
will not endeavour to enſlave you and your pol- 
terity ? Ps. 

And as to net meddling with. politics, it requires 
ſome ſkill, to find out what thoſe who uſe ſuci lan- 
guage mean. Politics is the ſcience of goverment, 
And are you not to concern youriclves with the go- 
verment you live under, and towards the tupport 
of which you contribute fo large a portion of your 
property? I he Britiſh Empire is one large ſociety, and 


. the /aws are the rules, by which it 1s regulated 


and kept in order. But theſe rules may de corrupted, 
tranſgreſſed, or negietted, if the members of the ſocie- 
ty do not nieddle, that is, do not care whether they 
are obſerved or broken. The Britiſh Conſtitution, 
like true religion, can ſuffer ncthing from being 
known. And where the Magiſtrates, who ſhould be 
the guardians and executors of the laws, act upright- 


ly, they have nothing to fear from being watched by 


the people, who are the ſource of their power, and 
the ſupport of their dignity. It is only corruption 
that Hands in need of bribery ; and it is impoſture alone 
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that affects myſtery. It is therefore ſo far from being 
wrong to interfere in ſuch matters, or, as it is artfully 
called, to meddle with politics, that it is your duty, as 
far as you can, for the ſake of yourſelves, your poſterity 
and your opprefſed fellow ſubjetts, to acquaint your- 
Ives with the laws of your country, and the adminiſ- 
ration of them: and to exerciſe, as free citizens of 
empire, your conſtitutional right to petition or 
7e,29n/tr ate, when the laws are infringed by the ex- 
tention of unconſtitutional power, or the people op- 
preſſed by an arbitrary violation of their legal privi- 
leges. 

But ſetting aſide this part of the ſubject for the pre- 
tent, and leaving political manceuvres to thoſe, who 
regard them in preference to the exerciſe of juſtice 
and mercy, ſtill the authority of the Holy Scripture re- 
mains inviolable. And while you beheve this, your 
being for the abolition or otherwiſe, is not ſo much 
an opinion, or a point of private judgment, as a cafe of 
conſcience, You mult moſt religiouſly oppoſe the ſlave 
trade, whatever you may loſe by fo doing, or you muſt 
act the hypocrite. I therefore, as a Miniſter of Chriſt 
among you, admoniih you in the name of God, not 
to ſuffer worldly prudence and temporal advantages, 
to influence you to act contrary to the facred voice 
cf inſpiration, and the cleareſt convictions of your 
own minds, The all-ſeeing eye of your Judge is up- 
on you !. Aft with ſimplicity and godly fincerity, and 
what you co. not conſcientiouſty do yourſelves, 
do not, from any motives whatever encourage in 
others. Exeit yourſelves with tecoming zeal in 
the uſe of every legal mean, particularly in ſending 
Petitions to the Parliament, from as many places as 
poſſible, that the vileſt traffic that every diſgraced hu- 
man nature may be aboliſhed. 8 

And as you believe that a particular Providence 
governs the univerſe, that God putteth down one, 
and ſetteth up another, and that he does according 
to his will in the army of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of tie earth, you cannot but ſee the neceſſi- 
ty of acknowledging him in all your ways, if you 
expect your undertakings to proſper, I therefore ad- 
viſe vou WER 
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I*. To pray n A conſtantly to God, 
that tle fave trade may be ſpeedily and effeetually 
aboli 72 ed, | | 

It will not be expected that I ſhould enlarge here 
upon the nature and efficacy of Prayer; nor is it ne- 
ceſiary to ycu, who are ſo well acquainted with the 
Oracles of God, In theſe ſacred records, you read 
of mighty heroes with whole armies, being cut off 
by the Moſt High, when pious people have called 
upon him for help. Therein you are told how Prayer 
has prevailed, when all other means have proved 
unſucceſsful. —It has ſubdued kingdoms, raiſed the 
dead to life, and ſhut and opened heaven |! 

When the Ifraelitiſh Slaves were oppreſſed by the 
Egyptian Tyrant, and his cruel taſk-maſters, they 
cried to the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob 
for deliverance, and what could Pharaoh and all hs 
hoſt do againſt them? Their prayers were heard, — 
Moſes was ſent to be their deliverer,— and you be- 
hold /ix hundred thouſand men beſides women and 
children brought from the molt abject ſtate of bon- 
dage and affliction into perfect liberty]! God is un- 
changeable, and his promiſe ſtands ſure, Aſe and ye 
ſhall receive. The effeftual fervent prayer of a righte- 
ous man availeth.much ; how much more prevalent 
weill the prayers of many thouſands be? There are 
millions in Britain who tincerely wiſh the deſtructi- 
on of that infamous buſineſs, (many of whom know 
little of us, or we of them,) and doubtlets there are 
numbers of the, of different denominations, who 
pray in ſecret for that defirable event. Add your 
Prayers to theirs, without regarding the ſcoffs of fools, 
or the ridicule of infidels. 9 not only in private, 
but in your ſamz/res, and in all your public meetings. 
that the God whoſe you are, and whom you ſerve, 
may make knouwi: his power by removing every hin- 
derance out of the way, and accompliſh the abolition 
by whatever means he pleaſes; and if there be men 
wicked enough to oppole the Lord of Hoſts in this 
glorious work, let ſuch look te themſelves; you are 
in tie way ef duty, and therefore not accountable for 
conſequences. It is a cauſe of far greater importance 
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than many of thoſe, in behalf of which the Almighty 
has ſo often manifeſtly interpoſed. Pray in feich, and 
fear not but your heavenly Father will anſwer you in 
the joy of your ſouls.—O ! what a feaſt to a hu- 
mane heart, to behold even in imagination, the arri- 
val of tue long wiſhed for period, when the trade in 
human beings ſhall be no more! And that period 
will come | Yea, the bleſſed time is at hand when the 
wicked Slave Dealers ſhall ceaſe from troubling, and 
the weary Africans ſhall have reſt —When, in ſpite 
of their proud oppreſſors, thoſe unhappy people ſhall 
change the galling yoke of miſery and bondage, for 
the enjoyments of life, and the bleſſings of liberty 
Lord God Almighty, haſten that happy time! 

. While we thus as chriſtians, take God into dur 
account, we muſt uſe every rational and ſcriptural 
means, that may conduce to the end we have in 
view, otherwiſe we ſhall be (what thoſe who knew 
us not have often called us) ignorant, wild enthu- 
ſiaſts. I therefore ſolemnly exhort you, 

III. To leave of the uſe of Rum and Sugar, till 
the live trade be aboliſhed; or till theſe articles can 
be procuied from ſome other quarter. 

Let no filly trifler conſider this as a trivial matter, 
fit only to be laughed at. The importance of moſt 
things in hum n life, is to be eſtimated by the effects 
they produce. The effects produced in Africa and 
the Weſt Indies, by the Europeans uſing Rum and 
Sugar, are of a very alarming nature, and are ſerioufl 
felt by thouſands. The French writer who obſerved, 
he could not look upon a piece of ſugar without con- 
ceiving it ſtained with ſpots of human blood, con- 
veyed a juſt notion of the cruel diſpoſition of any 
who make light of ceaſing to uſe it. With me it is 
a point of conſcience, which no power upon earth 
can make me relinquiſh. I feel it my duty, as ſin- 
cerely to teſtify againſt the uſing Rum and Sugar at 
preſent, as to preach the Goſpel. Among a 82 
of tracts which have been publithed againſt the uſe 
of theſe luxuries while procured on the preſent plan, 
there is one which does peculiar honour to the prin- 
ciples and abilities of the writer, entitled, An Addreſs 


1 
to the People of Crocs dr bp the propriety of ab- 
 Jtaining from W:ft India ſugar and rum. 

[n that valuabie pamphlet there is the followin 
paſſage, which i t concerns us, not to paſs lightly over, 
May e uit alſy hote that the Methodiſts, who ap- 
pear to feel forcibly their principles, wilt ſeriouſly con- 
ider it? They are ſo numerous, as to be able of them- 
ſelves to deſtroy that dreadful traffic, which is the ſole 
obſtacle to their miniſters ſpreading the Goſpel in the 
extenſive continent of Africa; and, however others may 
_— to degrare the negroes, they are bound to conſider 
thouſands of them as their brethren in Chriſt. 

hat we feel forcibly our principles, will, I hope, 
be always evidenced by our conduct, for, however 
forcibly the principles of any people may be felt. it is 
only by the good effects of their operation, that their 
utility can be demonſtrated. That we greatly wiſh 
to (ſpread the Goſpel, will not be doubted by any one, 
who conſiders the unequivocal proofs we have given 
of ſuch a diſpoſition, That the fave trade is the 
chief, perhaps the ole ohe to our miniſters ſpread- 
ing it in Africa, is undeniable. If therefore every 
other argument were out of the queſtion, this one 
{ſufficiently proves that it is our duty, to do every 
thing we can to accompliſh its abolition. And if we 
be ſo numerous, as to be able of ourſelves to deſtro 
that dreadful traffic, (which I cannot deny) by only 
laying aſide a mere ſenſual gratification, and that but 
for a ſeaſon, are we not juſtly chargeable with all the 
conſequences of its continuance, while we indulge 
ourſelves in the uſe of Rum and Sugar? At leaſt, we 
ought to abſtain from theſe drugs, for a ſufficient 
length of time, to make a fair trial. 

The irreſiſtible force of this concluſion, firſt 
brought conviction to my mind, about five months 
ago, and I have conſcientiouſly abſtain-d from Su- 
gar ever tince; Rum I never liked, and therefore had 
not the trouble of leaving it off; my family and 
molt of my friends have done the ſame; and my 
wor thy Colleague and I have borne a public teſtimo- 
ny againſt ung tneſe articles, both in town and 
country. But my mind is ſtill uneaſy ; I think ſome= 
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thing further may be done to ſerve the cauſe of juſ- 
tice and Humanity, and I know of no method at pre- 
ſent, ſo likely to to this as the one I have adopted; 
which ſhould it produce no other effect, it will be 
ſome relief to my own feelings ; for to ſay the truth, 
it hurts me exceedingly to think that J, who from 
the ground of my heart, have always abhorred ſiave- 
ry in every ſhape, and deteſted the thoughts-of in- 
fringing upon the juſt liberty of any creature, ſhould 
nevertheleſs, have been in ſome deyree acceſſar ry to 
the Bondage, Torture and Death of myriads of 
human beings, by afiſting to conſume the produce 
of their labour, their tears, and their blood! I aſk 
pardon of Ged, and of them, and earneitly pray, 
that this little track may make ſome reſtitution ſor 
my former want of attention to my duty in this 
reſpect. 

I hovld conclude here, but that it ſeems neceſ- 
ſary to take ſome notice of a few objections. I ſay a 


few, for though there may be many, yet I do not 


think above two or three of ther worth an anſwer. 
For inftance, who uld ſtoop to anſwer a perſon 
that has the im pude g to laugh at, aud ridicule thoſe 
who wiſh to alleviate the calamities of oppreſſed 
inaocence ? Such ſenſeleſs triflers muſt be totally 
deititute of the ſpirit of our Holy Religion, though I 
ain ſorry to add, I have found ionic of them among 
the profeſſors of . 

Nor do I think it neceſſiry to ſay any thing to 
thoſe who pte end to doubt cheſe facts, which are 
eſtab.ithed by fo reſpedtavte on cvidence, 

A lefs gentle treatmenc is iuttly due to thoſe who. 
are offended becauſe the“ imings are ſrarched into 
ſome of them are iike.y io ſuſtain a teuiporary Joſs, 
{hould they ap, gar BY id to the abolition, and they 
are aſhamed to appen: gunſt it. They therefore ge- 
nerally talk of waders enn, of not puſhing ti gs to 
extreines, and of the ih olſibility oi accumpliiung the 
end by the means recommet:ded eve. 

Theſe objectors are more dangerbus than the for- 
mer, becauſe there is ſome pl. uf blity in what they 


fay, For noderaliin cuunot be too higuly Commended 


. 
in ſpeculative matters. And as every man has an 
equal right to think for himſelf, (but owing to the pre- 
ſent Fey of our nature, that which is demonſtration 
in the judgment of one, may be groſsly abſurd in the 
eſteem of another) there are no qualities more becom- 
ing a wiſe and good man, than Candour and Forbear- 
ance. But what has this to do with our uſing rati- 
onal means, to leſſen the miſeries of our fellow crea- 
tures ? I believe there is not a man upon earth more 
free from bigoted attachments to parties and opinions 
that I am, nor a greater friend to unbounded liber 
of conſcience; ut I thould be aſhamed to talk of 
moderation, and not puſhing things to extremes, on a 
ſubject that relates ſimply to our endeayourtng to put 
a ſtop to Robbery and Murder, Saint Paul tells us 
that, It is good to be zealouſly affected always in a 
good thing. [Gal. 4. 18.] Aud had it not been for 
the indefatigabie zcal of the virtuous friends cf civil 
and religious liberty, theſe nations might have to this 
day, been wandering in the darxnels of paga Idon- 
latry, or groaning under the tyrannic yoke of po- 
piſh Superſtition. If moderate meu, as they affect to 
be called, had been attended to in France, that in- 
fernal manſion, the Baſtile, had {fill cemaucd ; and 
millions of intelligent beings had continued in the 
galling chains of ſer vile oppreſſion, who ar now rif- 
ing to the privileges of a free people. 

And as to our not accompliſhing the end, by the 
means which have been recommended, that waits to 
be proved. We expect much from the Petrtions 
which are” preparing for the Partament, in various 
parts of the kingdom, Should theic fail again. we 
evpect more powerful effects trom the ditule of Rum 
and Sugar. And ſhould every human effort prove 
ineffectual, ſtill“ the Lord God omnipote!:t ceigneth!?? 
We have every thing to hope from ai uuthaken de- 
penance upon him. We cannot pray in vain | 

W hile we were ignorant of the inigiiitous nature 
of the ſlave-trode, ſomething night be said in our 
favour ; but we muſt fin with our cyes open, i! we 
countenance or encourage it any longer. Nor are 
we altogether free, that we did not Coiilider it {ooner, 
On many accounts, we ought to have ben che firft 
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in the nation to have teſtified againſt it. That glory, 
I believe, belongs to the people called Quakers, who 
in this have ſet us an admirable example We have 
chearfully followed them in a determined oppoſition 
to that diabolic buſineſs ; let us now alſo ceaſe to tempt 
unprincipled men to commit ſuch horrid acts of 
wickedneſs, in order to ſupply us with unneceſſa 
luxuries. For we muſt remember, that if the com- 
modities were not conſumed, the planters would ceaſe 
to cultivate what they cculd not ſell, ſlaves would not 
be wanted, the ſlave trade would be at an end. | 

It has been objected, that if all the people in Eng- 
land left off uſing Sugar, it would never aboliſh the 
ſlave trade, while the Drawback continues on that 
which is exported, but itis not likely that this drawback 
will continue, for it ſunk the revenue 200, ocol. laſt 
break And as it is highly probable, that twenty will 
eave off uſing Sugar this year, for one that left it off 
laſt year, were it poſſible that the exportation of it 
ſhould increaſe in proportion, and the Drawback of 
f 1. 5. 0. for every cwr. be continued, it would leſſen 
the revenue . 3000000, Sterling: this we are ſure 
will not be the caſe, becauſe it cannot be borne ; but 
if it ſhould be only one fourth cf this calculation, 
which wil; be far below the truth, there will remain 
a very ſufficient reaſon for taking eff the Drawback, 
The market will then ſoon be full, with, compara- 
tively ſpeaking, no purchaſers, which will quickly low- 
er the price of thoſe traders in human ficſh, and com- 
pel them to put an end to this execrable buſineſs, 
But ſuppoſe the Drawback to remain as it is, or ſup- 


poſe the profits abroad o be fo great that they will 


enable the merchants to export the Sugar without it, 
this will not be the caſe long. The quantity uſed in 
England is nearly equal to what is uſed in all Europe 
be ſides; how would one quarter of this overſtock the 
foreign markets? This wouldlower the price ſo much, 
that in a very little time it would ruin all who have 
any concern in it. Beſides, when it is known abroad 
that we have left off uling Sugar from a principle of hu- 
manity, the ſurrounding nations are not fo deſtitute 


of ſhame and honour, as to receive that, which we 
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tefuſe from ſuch a motive. Che French have begun 
to leave off uſing it already; and it is probable that 
millions will quickly follow the example. The Revo- 
lution in France has in ſome meaſure, affected all 
Europe. The ſpirit of Philanthropy accompanies the 
ſpirit of Liberty, and the beneficial effects of both are 
eaſily perceived. Only petſevere in refuſing the 
produce of the Iſlands, and this, added to the other 
ſteps which we are taking, together with what has 
been mentioned- above, will ſpeedily convince the 
haughty flave-mongers, that it is not at their option, 
whether the vile traffic in their fellow creatures ſhall 
be aboliſhed or not 

Some artful men have endeavoured to deceive 
ſimple people, by telling them, that refuſing to uſe 
Rum and Sugar would avail notning, unleſs they re- 
fule Cotton allo. But there is no man who under- 
ſtands this ſubject, who does not know that this is an 
abſolute falihood. For, nearly three fourths of the 
Cotton which is manufactured in England, - come 
from other countries, not from the Weſt India Iflands; 
In the year 1786, 20 millions of pounds were im- 
ported, about 15 millions of which were bought 
from Forcigners, not from our own people, and 
though the quantity imported now be above 30 mil- 
Hons of pounds annually, yet the fame proportion 
{till holds. But this is not the caſe with the Sugar, 
which comes almoſt all from the Hands. For the 
duty is ſo great on the Eaſt India Sugar, that very 
little of it has ever been imported. "T'nerefore be not 
deceive! by thoſe who pretend to fel} you Eaſt India 
Sugar; it is in general a mere impoſition. Were no 
more Cotton ever to be imported from the [flands, 
the nanufacturers of that uſeful article need be at no 
tofs ro ſupply the want. So that if the Weſt India 
produce were wholly deſtroyed, our reſources are luch 
that the nation would perhaps be a painer, rather 
than a loſer thereby, But chere is not the leaſt need 
of ſpending a moment in debating the point. The 
teath part of the inhabitants of Britain abſtaining 
from Sugar and Rum, would in three years, put a 
ſtop to the ſlave trade, and be productive of ſuch à 
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change in ſhe treatment of the ſlaves already in the 
iſlands, as would make them happy, which is all that 
we deſign at preſent. So that the mentioning Cotton, 


or any thing elſe, is juſt the ſame ſort of ogic, as 


ſome of the ſlave mongers have uſed, nen the tell 

ou“ That God made the'negroes t be f1- yes, that he 
allow. of ſlavery; *” and as a proof, cite fome paſlages 
out of the Old Teſtament; not conſidering that the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation was of ſo peculiar a ture, that 
no other people have, or ever had any right to claim 
any of its privileges, unleſs they firſt became Jews b 
ſubmitting to its inſtitutions. Beſides, the goſpel has 
entirely aboliſhed all national diſtinctions, and an- 
nulled for ever any right in one man to enflave ano- 
ther. Let any man that thinks he can, prove the 
contary. Pill then it is your duty to oppoſe the 
ſlave trade. 


If you. you cannot drink your Tea without 


Suxar; ſuppoſe you were to Jay aſide "Tea alſo? I 


have dn: ſoy and find many very conſiderable adv- 
tages by lo doing. And as to your being but one, fo 
ma every one ſay. And as to you uting but a /:ttle, 
would you admit, of this plea on any other occaion ? 
It a man told you that he jwore but {ittl-, al oy told 
a few lies, would you not reply, * Wholoever thall 


keep the whole law, and yet offend in ane point he is 


guilty Hal? Decauſe he diftegards the authority 
of the legiſlator from whom the whole nas its ſanc- 
tion. With regard to yeur paying for what you uſe ; 
this is no excuſe; for, many who-receive ſtolen goods 
pay for them; But the Receivzr is /till as bad as the 
Thief. | N 


Never imagine that yo can uſe theſe articles with 


a good conſcience, witle they are procured on the 


preſent plan. You cannot pray in faith for a bleſſing 
upon them; and, whatfoever it not of faith is tin. You 
generouſly contribute to yards the ſupport of the 
mifionarics who preach the goſpel in the illand. You 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt is, at leaſt, the intentional 
Saviour of the negroes. O! do every thing you can 
to forward their comfort am} fils ation, here and here- 
after; and ep t your reward in the kingdom ©! your 


Heavenly Father. N. 


Ser 


